Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome to the confirmation program at Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  Confirmation is another step in your son or daughter's journey of faith.  The confirmation program will provide the foundation, which will prepare your son or daughter to affirm their faith and the mission of the Christian church.  This journey will lead to Affirmation of Baptism, another of the steps in our Christian Education program.

As an infant you were baptized.  Because you were too young to speak for yourself, your parents and sponsors spoke for you.  They were asked some important questions such as:  "Do you believe in God the Father . . in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. . . in God the Holy Spirit?" (LBW p.123).  As parents and sponsors you  promised to "faithfully bring him/her to the services of God's house, and teach him/her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed and the Ten Commandments.  As he/she grows in years, you should place in his/her hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for his/her instruction in the Christian faith"  (LBW p. 121).  ).  The Confirmation program is designed to assist parents in fulfilling the promises they made at the time of baptism.   

Through our Confirmation program, we at Christ the Good Shepherd look forward to partnering with parents in helping you fulfill your baptismal promises as well as assisting in the faith development of our young people.

God's grace to you all,



Pr. Imani Dodley
Mr. Dan Kapp – Confirmation Teacher
Mrs. Anne Kapp – Christian Education Director






General Information

Registration

Students and parents must fill out a registration form and sign their commitment contracts before the session begins.  

Fees

At this time there are no fees associated with confirmation

Attendance

Sunday confirmation sessions will happen immediately following church.  Occasionally a service project or fellowship event may require attendance at a different time but advance notice will be given.  Attendance is required at all sessions and classes.  We understand in the world today it may not be possible to attend all sessions, however, regular attendance is expected.  If you are unable to attend a class please notify the office in advance of any excused absence.  Regular attendance in worship is also expected.

Absences

Parents are expected to call if their student has an excused absence.  

Come Prepared

On Sundays students should bring a Bible, their small catechism, a pen or pencil and homework assignments (if applicable).  

Retreat Attendance

During the month of October of the 2nd year of confirmation, we will attend a day retreat with both confirmands and mentors where we will celebrate their accomplishments, break bread together and have conversations about faith prior to the confirmation program the last Sunday in October.  


Ministry Opportunities

All students are being asked to assist with acolyting Sunday mornings.  A schedule we be sent out at the beginning of the school year.  They are also expected to acolyte during the summer months.  Training for acolyting will be provided.  


Discipline Policy

The atmosphere of the classroom is important to learning.  The teacher has a responsibility to each student to maintain discipline.  Each student is expected to be respectful to teachers, other students, church staff and all areas of church property, which is God's house.  If a student will not cooperate with the teacher or the rest of the class the following steps will happen:

	1st Problem:  Parents will be notified to come and pick their student up

	2nd Problem:  Parents will be notified to come and pick their student up.  Parents are asked to join their youth for the next two classes.

	3rd Problem:  Parents will be notified to come and pick their student up.  The student will not be re-instated until parents and student have met with the Pastor. 

Communication
Both Pastor Dodley and Mr. Kapp will communicate to both parents and youth through email for upcoming events and class information.  Also, all information regarding confirmation will be available online starting in the month February.  

Have a Question?
Within the confirmation program, we have an open door policy.  If you have any questions outside of the class room please do not hesitate to contact, either Pastor Dodley or Mr. Kapp.  



















Goals and Responsibilities of Confirmation

Goals of the Confirmation Program

There are 3 goals to our confirmation program:

	1.  To teach the foundation of our Christian Faith using the Bible
	2.  To teach the foundations of Lutheran Doctrine using Luther's Small Catechism
	3.  To encourage students to develop their faith, giving them the opportunity to 
	     affirm their baptismal promises and come to understand and accept their
	     assurance of salvation through Jesus Christ

Meeting these goals is done through a partnership with the student, the parents and Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.

Christ the Good Shepherd Responsibilities

Christ the Good Shepherd helps meet these goals by:

	1.  Providing Biblically and doctrinally sound curriculum.
2.  Providing opportunities for learning and growing in faith through classes and
     worship experiences.
3.  Providing pastor, staff and teachers who are concerned about the spiritual        
     well being of its youth.
4.  Providing a regular updates of student progress will be sent to student and their 
     parents.

Parent Responsibilities

Parents help meet these goals by:

	1.  Encouraging their student in all areas of confirmation including helping with
	     their homework assignments and discipline and attendance policy.
	2.  Participating regularly in worship and communion with their student.
	3.  Bringing their son/daughter to the classes and activities of the program.
	4.  Encourage and participate with student in areas of service 
	5.  Notifying the church staff if the student will miss class or any other
	     information that would be helpful for the staff to know.
	6.  Supporting the staff and the Confirmation program.
7.  Attending any necessary conferences or meetings.
	8.  Praying for growth in faith for their son or daughter.



Student Responsibilities

The student helps meet these goals by:

1.  Completing all requirements of the program, including sermon notes, service   
      projects, fellowship events and any other assignments. 
2.  Participating regularly in worship and communion.
3.  Participating in Sunday School and confirmation classes and activities. 
4.  Cooperating with the staff and teachers by obeying the discipline and 	
     attendance policy.
5.  Praying for growth in faith.


Student Requirements

1st Year

1.  Regular attendance in Sunday School
2.  Regular attendance at Confirmation class 
3.  Participation in all service projects and fellowship events.
4.  Attendance at retreat held at the beginning of the year.
5.  15 sermon notes.  If you sing in the choir or acolyte, you must still fill out a sermon note in order for it to count.
6.  Participation in Wednesday evening Lenten services.
9.  Acolyting on Sunday morning.  A schedule is sent out at the beginning of the year.  
10.  Summer acolyting.  

2nd Year

1.  Regular attendance in Sunday School.
2.  Regular attendance at Confirmation class
3.  Participation in all service projects and fellowship events.
4.  15 sermon notes.  If you sing in the choir or acolyte, you must still fill out a sermon note in order for it to count.
5.  Participation in Wednesday evening Lenten services.
6.  Acolyting on Sundays.  A schedule is sent out at the beginning of the year.  
7.  Faith essay due in September just before Affirmation of Baptism
8.  Attendance at the retreat held in October of your 2nd year.
9.  Personal interview with the pastor





Affirmation of Baptism

In order to participate in the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism a student must have:

	1.  Completed all required course work
	2.  Completed a faith essay
	3.  Had a personal interview with the pastor

Affirmation of Baptism takes place on the last Sunday in October during the 10:00 a.m. service.  The weekend before will be the confirmation retreat and Sunday lunch with parents at noon.  On the Wednesday night before, there is a rehearsal for all confirmands.  Class pictures are before the 10 am service on Confirmation Sunday.
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